
Greetings Wylie Creek Homeowner. 
 
This letter is a brief overview to explain actions taken by your HOA Board in regard to the fire pond in the center of 
Wylie Creek.  Several members of the HOA Board (Jeff Nichols, Dan Heimbigner, Jeffrey McNabb), plus our 
groundskeeper (Tom Vitolo) met with Confluence Consulting on May 30, 2019 at the pond.   
 
Based on Confluence Consulting’ recommendations from their study of our pond last fall, we have adopted the 
following plan to address the deteriorating conditions.  

1. Reduce the flow of water coming in to the pond to lower the number of nitrites and macrophytes (pondweed) 
that are causing the continued ‘bloom’ of plant life in the pond.  These organisms are common in ponds in 
southwestern Montana and are indicative of high nutrient levels in the water. 

• Nutrients that feed this plant growth include agricultural/residential fertilizers, wildlife, lawn 
clippings, animal manure, and wastewater seepage from drain fields. 

2. Leave the vegetation in the irrigation ditches feeding the pond to provide shade for the incoming water from 
MacDonald Creek.   

• This keeps the water cooler and slows the growth of micro-organisms. 
3. Fill the pond up to its normal height with fresh water from our well and not wait for the irrigated water to fill 

the pond. 
• This made a noticeable improvement to the pond by reducing the floating algae. 

4. We have instructed our lawn mowing company to not mow the grass within 20’ of the pond to prevent any 
grass clippings from entering the pond.   

5. We are choosing to not fertilize the grass around the pond this summer to prevent fertilizer nutrients from 
running into the pond.   

• We will continue to spray for weeds, however. 
6. We have instructed Confluence Consulting to employ a sub-contractor to come out and ‘drag’ the pond to 

remove as much plant-life from the bottom of the pond as possible. 
• We have already budgeted money for this effort and are waiting on Confluence to hire a sub-

contractor to drag the pond and remove the dead plants.   
7. If you live along the pond, we will be in further contact with you to let you know when this project will begin.  
8. If we have budget dollars left over after the mechanical removal of plant life from the pond, we will employ a 

‘phoslock’ treatment to the pond.   
• This is a non-toxic treatment that binds all phosphorous molecules left in the pond and turns them 

into an inert component that settles into the sediment on the bottom. 

The pond looks good right now, but It will probably look worse while construction equipment is working around it. 
Long term, these efforts will improve the overall health and viability of our pond.   
 
Please keep in mind that the pond’s main purpose is to retain water for fire-fighting purposes.  As of last fall, the 
Central Valley Fire Department determined that we need 120,000 gallons of water to meet minimum backup fire-
fighting requirements.  At that point, the pond contained 1,072,00 gallons of water, so we passed the ‘fire’ test. 
 
We are studying several long-term recommendations from Confluence Consulting to ensure the pond’s long-term 
health and viability for years to come.   
 
Thank you for your patience as we work through these issues.   
 
 
Jeff Nichols 
President - Wylie Creek Homeowner’s Association 
PO Box 10222 
Bozeman, MT. 59719 
Mobile: 406.599.3193 
406venturesllc@gmail.com 
	


